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1.   SIGNIFICATION OF TRAFFIC SIGNAL LIGHTS   (Art. 4,5)
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     a.  Green (Proceed):  (1) Allows vehicles to proceed straight, turn right or turn left.   (2) Allows light vehicles to proceed straight or turn left.  (In turning right, they have to proceed straight to the right-turning point and wait there for the green light in the direction of proceeding.) 
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     b.  Yellow (Caution):  (1) Requires vehicles to stop just on this side of the intersection.   (2) Requires 
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vehicles in the intersection to clear the intersection for other traffic.




     c.  Red (Stop):  (1) Requires vehicles to stop on this side of the intersection, crosswalk or railroad crossing.  (2) Allows vehicles already turning right or left in the intersection to proceed without stopping.


     d.  Green Arrow (Vehicles Proceed):  (1) Allows vehicles to proceed in the direction indicated by the arrow regardless of a stop or caution signal.



     e.  Yellow Arrow (Streetcar Proceed):  (1) Allows streetcars to proceed in the direction indicated by the arrow regardless of a stop or caution.  


     f.  Flashing Yellow (Proceed Cautiously):  (1) Allows vehicles to proceed cautiously being attentive to other traffic.  

                                                                                  




                 Flashing Yellow

     g.  Flashing Red (Stop Temporarily):  (1) Requires vehicles to make a temporary stop on this side of the intersection or crosswalk to confirm safety and to resume operation only after confirmation.  







 Flashing Red

     h.  Marking Allowing Left Turn;  (1) A traffic sign allowing a left turn installed at an intersection always permits vehicles to turn left there even when the traffic signal of a traffic signal mechanism is indicating "STOP" or "CAUTION".  

Left Turn Allowed on Red Light

2.   TRAFFIC LANE   (Art. 17, 18, 20)
     a.  Proceed on Roadway:  Whenever the sidewalk is separated from the roadway, all vehicles must travel on the roadway.    
     b.  Keep to Left:  A vehicle shall keep to the left of the center line of the road.  
     c.  In Crossing Sidewalk: Whenever it is unavoidable due to necessity to enter or egress from a facility or locale apart from the road, a vehicle may cross a sidewalk.  In such a case, the vehicle must stop temporarily before proceeding onto the sidewalk, then move so as not to obstruct any pedestrian traffic.  
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Stop temporarily at X , then move so as not
To obstruct any pedestrian
                               SIDEWALK

                                          CURB
 d.  In Crossing Over Center Line:  A vehicle may travel by partially crossing or entirely crossing over to the right half of a road in such cases as described.  In such cases, the vehicle shall be operated so as to minimize the occurrence of crossing over the center line.  
         (1) When the road concerned is open to one-way traffic only. 
         (2) When the width of the left half of the road concerned is insufficient for the vehicle to proceed.
         (3) When the vehicle is unable to proceed on the left half of the road due to damaged roads, road construction work or other impediments.  
         (4) When attempting to pass another vehicle on a road with the left half which is less than 6 meters in width.  
         (5) When the place is in the vicinity of a curve on a steeply sloped road and is so designated by Public Safety Commission.  
     e.  Not to Enter Safety Zone:  Vehicles must not be driven into safety zone.  
                                                                                                             
       White area surrounded by yellow line indicates Safety                                                                                           
       Zone
                                                                                     [image: image2.wmf][image: image3.png]




 f.  Keep to Left:  Except when traveling on a road with specific traffic lanes installed, motor vehicles and motorcycles shall proceed along the left side and light vehicles (mo-peds & bicycles) shall proceed along the extreme left edge of the left half of the road concerned.  While traveling on a road where the sidewalk is not separated from the roadway in accordance with the above rule, vehicles must not obstruct pedestrian traffic.  

                                           Cars/Trucks/Buses/
                                           Motorcycles

                                   Mo-peds/Bicycles

     g.  Vehicle Traffic Lane:  On a road with vehicle traffic lanes installed, vehicles must proceed on the first lane from the left edge of the road.  
     h.  When Allowed not to Observe Traffic Lane Rules:  A vehicle needs not comply with the provisions of vehicle traffic lanes on a road designated by Public Safety Commission whenever it is attempting to pass another vehicle, cross the road concerned, turn right or left, turn right on a one-way road, or whenever it is being approached by an emergency vehicle, or whenever it is due to road conditions or other unavoidable circumstance.  When passing another vehicle in this case, the vehicle must proceed on the adjacent right lane of the lane assigned to it.   

i. Multi-Lane Road:  When vehicle traffic lanes of more than three are provided in one half side of a road, the extreme right lane adjacent to the center line shall be used as the passing lane, and motor vehicles may use other lanes in accordance with their speeds.  

     j.  Place Not Allowed to Enter:  No vehicle is allowed to enter a road portion so marked by road markings as not to be used for vehicle traffic.  

     k.  Assurance of  Safety of Pedestrians' Traffic:  
         (1) Pedestrians' Road:  On pedestrians' roads where vehicle traffic is prohibited for assuring a safe and orderly movement of pedestrians:  
              (a) Pedestrians may freely pass through the middle or any other sections of the road.  
              (b) Vehicles which are allowed to go along the side road by permission of the chief of the police station concerned or by a prior exclusion from the list of vehicles to be banned must proceed at a reduced speed paying particular attention to pedestrians.  (The chief of a police station, when he deems it inevitable, may permit vehicles to pass through a pedestrians’ road or other roads where vehicle traffic is prohibited.  
         (2) Marked Roadside Zone:  On a road which has no sidewalk but is provided with roadside zones marked by road marking (one or double line) to separate them from vehicle lanes:  
              (a) Pedestrians shall walk within the marked roadside zones.  
              (b) Vehicles shall not proceed within the marked roadside zone.  However, when parking or stopping is required, vehicles may enter the side zone so as not to obstruct other vehicle traffic provided that the side zone is marked by one line.
              (c) Light vehicles (bicycle, motor bicycles, hand cart, etc.) may proceed in the roadside zone marked by one line at such a speed and in such a manner as not to obstruct the passing of pedestrians.  
              (d) Proceeding, parking or stopping of motor vehicles and passing of light vehicles within the roadside zone are prohibited when the side zone is marked by a double line.  

             PEDESTRIANS ONLY

     (3) Slowing Down or Temporary Stop for Pedestrians:  
          (a) When passing by pedestrians, vehicles shall proceed by reducing speed or by keeping a safe clearance from them.  
          (b) When approaching a crosswalk a vehicle shall proceed at such a reduced speed as to be able to stop without entering the crosswalk unless it is ascertained that there is no pedestrian intending to cross the road.  
          (c) When a person having difficulty in walking due to old age is observed walking with a yellow stick on a road, the driver of a vehicle shall make a temporary stop or slow down so as not to obstruct the movement of the elderly person.              
     (4) Other Rules for Pedestrians:
          (a) A person who walks by pushing a motorcycle, motorbike or bicycle is regarded as a pedestrian except when such a vehicle is one having a side or rear cart.  
          (b) Pedestrians my walk along the extreme left edge of a road when it is dangerous to go along the extreme right edge because of a cliff, etc. or when circumstances compel it.  
          (c) At an intersection where a scramble system (a system which turns all lights into red to stop vehicles from all directions to allow pedestrians to freely pass thru the intersection) is employed, pedestrians may cross the road diagonally guided by traffic signs and road markings. 
     l.  On a High Speed Motor Vehicle National Highway or a Road Exclusive use of Motor Vehicles:  On these roads, the following traffic rules are applicable:
         (1) A motor vehicle intending to enter a vehicle lane on the main line shall use an accelerating lane if it is provided.  A motor vehicle intending to get out of a main line vehicle lane shall, in advance, move onto a vehicle lane close to the exit, and use a decelerating  lane if it is provided.  
         (2) A vehicle driver shall use a seat belt.  Also he shall try to encourage his passenger(s) to wear seat belts.   Note: Japanese law on seat belt use is less strict, however, SOFA sponsored personnel must use seat belts at all times while driving or if a passenger in a vehicle.
         (3) A motor vehicle intending to enter a main line vehicle lane of a road for exclusive use of motor vehicles shall not obstruct vehicle traffic currently on it.  The driver of a motor vehicle which has been disabled on a main vehicle lane shall warn approaching vehicles and to take necessary measures to move the disabled vehicle out of the main line.  
3.   PROCEEDING ON STREETCAR TRACKS   (Art. 21)
     a.  Proceeding on Streetcar Tracks Prohibited:  A vehicle, except for a trolley bus, shall not proceed on or within the streetcar tracks except when making a right turn, a left turn, a crossing or a U-turn, or whenever it is unavoidable in order to avoid a danger.  
     b.  When Allowed to Proceed on Streetcar Tracks:  A vehicle may proceed on or within the streetcar tracks in the following cases.  In such cases, the vehicle must not obstruct any streetcar traffic.
           (1) Whenever the width of the left half of the road is insufficient for the vehicle to proceed because of track placement.         
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                                          (2) Whenever a vehicle cannot proceed on the left half of the 
road because of road damage, road construction work or other impediments thereof, and then must proceed on the tracks.              
           (3) Whenever an ordinary passenger carrying motor vehicle proceeds in accordance with a specific direction of Public Safety Commission that designates the time and/or method of traffic.

    c.  When Approached by Streetcar:  Any vehicle proceeding on or within the streetcar tracks shall clear the tracks immediately or maintain the necessary distance away from a streetcar by such methods as not to obstruct the normal operation of a streetcar whenever it approaches from behind.    
4.   CROSSING  (Art. 25)
       a.  Method of Crossing:

            (1) Whenever a motor vehicle (except a light vehicle 

and a trolley bus) is to make a crossing to the right, it shall

 in advance, move over as much as possible to the 

centerline of the road, and shall proceed at reduced speed.  

PULL OVER TO RIGHT AND SLOW DOWN FOR CROSSING TO RIGHT



           (2) Whenever a motor vehicle (except a light vehicle 

and a trolley bus) intending to make a crossing to the right

 gives a warning by means of a hand signal or directional 

indicator for moving to the centerline of the road, all 

vehicles coming from behind shall not obstruct the 

movement of the motor vehicle that gave said warning signals.  


DON’T OBSTRUCT THE FRONT VEHICLE IF SIGNALLING




       b.  Prohibition on Crossing, etc.: No vehicle shall make a crossing, a backing or a U-turn on a road if there is a possibility that it would obstruct the normal pedestrian traffic or other vehicle traffic, etc.  









  NO CROSSING SIGN         NO U-TURN SIGN

5.   SPEED OF MOTOR VEHICLES, ETC.  (Art. 22, 75)
      a.  Maximum Speed Limit on Ordinary Road:  The maximum speed limits for motor vehicles, motor bicycles, etc., traveling on a road other than a super-highway or expressway are as follows:


                  Large-sized passenger                                           Ordinary Motor Vehicle

                  Carrying Motor Vehicle                                               Except Tractor
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                 Two-Wheel Motor Vehicle                                       Light Motor Vehicle

                           Over 250cc
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                       Large-sized Truck                                        Large-sized Special Motor Vehicle    
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                   Two-Wheeled Motor Vehicle                           Ordinary Motor Vehicle as Tractor

                               Under 250cc
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                           Motor Bicycle (MO-PED)                                          Small Sized Special Motor Vehicle

                                                                                                             (FARM EQUIPMENT, MOTORIZED)
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      b.  Maximum Speed in Special Case:  The maximum speed limit for a motor vehicle (except a tractor) towing another vehicle or for an emergency motor vehicle traveling on a road other than an expressway is as follows:

                                                                                      When towing a vehicle which has a total vehicle weight under 2,000 kilograms by a motor vehicle which has a total vehicle weight more than three times that of the vehicle towed.
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                                                                                      Any case other than the above.  
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                                                                                     When a two-wheeled motor vehicle or motor bicycle is traveling on a road by towing another vehicle.
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                                                                                     When an emergency motor vehicle is proceeding on a road other than a super-highway.

      c.  Maximum Speed on a Super-highway:  The maximum speed limit of a motor vehicle traveling on a super-highway is as follows.  The minimum speed limit on a super-highway is prescribed at 50 KPH.




          Large-sized Passenger                          Ordinary Motor                               Emergency Vehicle 

         Carrying Motor Vehicle                        Vehicle excluding

                                                                        Three wheeler and 

                                                                        Tractor



          Large-sized truck                                  Three-wheeled                                  Large-sized special

                                                                        Ordinary Motor                                 Motor Vehicle

                                                                        Vehicle 

         Two wheel Motor Vehicle                     Light Motor Vehicle                        Ordinary Motor Vehicle

                                                                                                                                   As Tractor

      d.  Speed Limits Established by Public Safety Commission:  

           (1) Drivers are required to know that the Public Safety Commission may establish maximum or minimum speed limits different from the ones described above due to traffic and/or road conditions.  


                                              TRAFFIC SIGN                                                              TRAFFIC SIGN 

                                              INDICATING                                                                  INDICATING

                                              MAXIMUM SPEED                                                        MINIMUM SPEED

           (2) Also drivers must know the significance of a traffic sign showing the maximum speed limit of a high, medium or low speed vehicle.        

                      Maximum speed                                  Maximum speed                                    Maximum speed

                       limit for high                                       limit for                                                 limit for low          

                       speed motor                                        medium speed                                        speed motor

                       vehicle-50KPH                                   motor vehicle-                                        vehicle-30 KPH

                                                                                      40KPH     

                         

                (a) High Speed Motor Vehicle means a motor vehicle for which the maximum speed limit on an ordinary road is prescribed to 60KPH.

                (b) Medium Speed Motor Vehicle means a motor vehicle for which the maximum speed limit on an ordinary road is prescribed to 50KPH.

                (c) Low Speed Motor Vehicle means a motor vehicle for which the maximum speed limit on an ordinary road is prescribed to 30KPH.

6.   PASSING   (Art. 26, 27, 28, 29, 30)
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                                     MAINTAIN SAFE DISTANCE
                                                                                                [image: image21.png]



      a-1. Maintain Safe Following Distance:  Whenever a vehicle is following another vehicle etc. which is traveling in the same direction, it must maintain such distance as is necessary to prevent colliding into the vehicle, etc. immediately in front, if it should suddenly come to a halt.  In a case that a vehicle, after changing it’s course and making a sudden stop, it will become difficult for the vehicle to maintain enough distance so as to prevent a rear-end collision caused by another vehicle approaching from behind in the changed course, the vehicle must not change course.     

        a-2.  Consideration to following vehicles
                (1) A motor vehicle shall not brake suddenly except to avoid danger.

                (2) A motor vehicle shall not change its lane without a justifiable reason.  

     (Note: In case of an accident, the front vehicle may also be blamed)

      b.  Duty of Vehicle Overtaken by Another Vehicle:  

Whenever a vehicle (excluding a general passenger bus and trolley bus) is overtaken and passed by another 

vehicle with a higher maximum speed, it shall not increase its speed until the overtaking vehicle completes 

the pass.  The same shall also apply to any case where the vehicle intends to continue proceeding at a lowerspeed than that of the overtaking vehicle which has the 

same or lower maximum speed.   
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                                                       DO NOT INCREASE SPEED

      c.  Duty to Yield Right of Way: Whenever a vehicle traveling on a road with no specific traffic lanes is overtaken by another vehicle with a higher maximum speed limit, it shall yield the right of way by moving to the left side of the road, providing that sufficient room is lacking for the overtaking vehicle to pass between the center line of the road and the overtaken vehicle.  The same shall also apply to any case where a vehicle overtaken by another vehicle with the same or lower maximum speed limit intends to continue proceeding at a lower speed than that of the overtaking vehicle.  
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                                                                                      YIELD THE RIGHT OF WAY, WHEN THERE IS       

                                                                                     NOT SUFFICIENT ROOM FOR A PASS

      d.  Passing Procedures:  

           (1) Whenever a vehicle attempts to overtake and pass another vehicle, it 

shall pass on the right side of the vehicle to be overtaken.  I.e., the front vehicle.  When the front vehicle is proceeding on a portion close to the centerline of the road in order to make a right crossing or a right turn, it is allowed to pass on the left side of the front vehicle.    






          (2) Whenever a vehicle intends to overtake and pass a streetcar, it shall pass on the left side of the streetcar.  However, when the streetcar tracks are installed near the left side edge of the road, it is permitted for the overtaking vehicle to pass on the right side of the streetcar. 

e. Prohibition on Double Passing:  Whenever the front vehicle is attempting to overtake and pass

another motor vehicle or a trolley bus, the rear vehicle shall not overtake and pass it.  




                                            



                                   [image: image26.wmf]
   The rear vehicle shall not 

   start to pass.  

     f-1.  Places Where Passing Is Prohibited:  A vehicle shall not overtake and pass other vehicles (excluding light vehicles) at the following places.  

                                  Within 30 meters of an Intersection                          Steep down-slope

                                  Railroad crossing                                                       In a tunnel with no specific                                             

                                                                                                                               traffic lanes

                                  Vicinity of street                                                        Within 30 meters of a                                         

                                         Corner                                                                           Crosswalk

                                  Vicinity of top of                                                      Any other place so designated 

                                  Ascending slope                                                       by Public Safety Commission    






                         30 meters
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          a. At a place where passing is prohibited, changing lane or passing by the front vehicle (for passing) is regarded as a violation.

          b. Places where passing is prohibited:  Within 30 meters on this side of an intersection or a railroad crossing.  





   f-2.  Yellow Centerline:  On a road where a special road marking (which will be a yellow centerline) is installed, passing by entering on to the right half side of the road is prohibited.  

7.   STREETCAR STOPPED FOR LOADING OR UNLOADING PASSENGERS   (Art. 31)

      a. Stopping or Slowing Down for a Stopped Streetcar: 

          (1) A vehicle, when it overtakes a stopped streetcar loading or unloading passengers, shall come to a stop at the rear of such streetcar until the loading or unloading is completed and/or until there remains no passengers alighting from said streetcar who are crossing or attempting to cross in front of the vehicle concerned.  

          (2) However, where a safety island is installed for the safety of streetcar passengers , or where there is no passenger alighting from or entering the streetcar and a clearance of 1.5 meters or more can  be maintained between the vehicle and the left side of the streetcar , the vehicle may proceed at reduced speed on the left side of the streetcar.   

8.   CUTTING IN, ETC. PROHIBITED   (Art. 32)
A vehicle shall not pass by and cut into or in front of, or proceed across the path of line(s) of vehicle traffic which are stopped or intending to stop in accordance with the provisions of a law or order, or upon an order from a police officer, or in order to avert danger.
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9.   PASSING OVER RAILROAD CROSSING   (Art. 33)
      a.  Passing Across Railroad Crossing:  A vehicle, as a rule, must make a complete stop for one full second before entering a railroad crossing and proceed across the tracks only after confirming that the way is safe.  However, if guided by installed traffic signals in operation, it may proceed across the tracks without stopping.  It shall not enter the tracks during the time the crossing gates are being lowered or have been lowered or the warning alarm at the crossing is in operation.  


Stop for gates










Stop for one full                                                                If grid-locked on 

second if gates                                                          opposite side, DO NOT enter

are up                                                                         onto tracks

      b.  When a Vehicle is Stalled on a Railroad Crossing:  The driver of a vehicle that stalled on a railroad crossing must take the following actions.  



            [image: image29.wmf]  [image: image30.wmf]
           (1) If possible, report the stalled vehicle on the crossing to a police officer or railroad personnel concerned, then                   

           (2) Take action to move the stalled vehicle out of the crossing.  

NOTE: Pressing the “emergency alarm button” warns the train operator of danger ahead…….

Also, if using a flare as a warning, DO NOT walk up the center of tracks, get off to the side.

However, the best action is to get help, place the vehicle in “NEUTRAL”, and push it off the tracks.

10-1.   PRIORITY OF EMERGENCY VEHICLES   (Art.  39, 40, 41)
           a.  Emergency Vehicles:  When any of the vehicles in the following pictures is in operation by sounding its siren and lighting its red warning light, it is regarded as an emergency vehicle.  
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However, an emergency vehicle engaged in traffic control may control vehicles violating the provisions of maximum speed limit without sounding its siren when this is deemed particularly necessary.  

          b.  Priority to Emergency Vehicles: 

              (1) When approached by an emergency vehicle in or in the vicinity of an intersection, a vehicle or a streetcar must make a temporary stop, the streetcar avoiding the intersection and the vehicle avoiding the intersection and pulling over to the left side of the road.  











              (2) When approached by an emergency vehicle in places other than an intersection or 

the vicinity thereof, a vehicle must move over to the left side of the road and yield the right of way to the emergency vehicle.









      c.  Priority of Fire-Fighting Vehicles: 

                    (1) When approached by a fire-fighting vehicle in or in the vicinity of an intersection, a vehicle and/or a streetcar must make a temporary stop avoiding the intersection.  

                    (2) When approached by a fire-fighting vehicle in places other than an intersection or the vicinity thereof, a vehicle must not obstruct the proceeding of the fire-fighting vehicle.  

10-2.   TRAVELING PROCEDURES AT INTERSECTIONS
          a.  A priority order given to vehicles at or in an intersection where traffic is not controlled:  Priority is as follows:     

 (1) A vehicle intending to enter the intersection from a preferred road.  



Note: A road having the center line

marking unbroken at an intersection

is identified as a preferred road.









 (2) A vehicle intending to enter the intersection from the road on the left simultaneously.  

IN OTHER WORDS, AT INTERSECTIONS THE “LEFT OF WAY” RULE PREVAILS, CAR ON THE LEFT GOES FIRST


               (3) A vehicle intending to go straight or make 

a left turn (against a vehicle intending to make a right turn)







          b. Traveling Speed and Manner at Intersection
              (1) A vehicle, etc. intending to pass thru an intersection shall pay proper attention to the condition of the intersection as required and proceed at such a safe speed and in such a safe manner as possible.           

              (2) When there is the possibility that a vehicle, after entering an intersection where traffic is controlled, is stopped there due to a traffic jam ahead, and comes to obstruct traffic on cross-roads, the vehicle shall not enter the intersection even if the facing traffic light is green.  Also, when it is anticipated to be stopped on a crosswalk, railroad crossing, or other road sections marked by road markings due to similar traffic condition, it shall not proceed onto these sections.    
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                                                                                                      If light is “green” do not enter intersection    

                                                                                                      or block crosswalk until you can proceed

                                                                                                      across

10-3.   ASSURANCE OF PRIORITY OF PUBLIC TRANPORTATION EQUIPMENT
           a. Preferred bus lane: On a road where preferred bus lanes (for assuring preferential passage used for regular public transportation service) are installed, other motor vehicles shall:  

          (1) Not obstruct the passage of such a bus in the side bus lane except when making a left turn.  


Lane Exclusive for buses

(unless making a left turn)







                  OK





          (2) Get out of the bus lanes when approached by a bus from behind.  

          (3) Not enter the said bus lane when there is a possibility that it may become impossible for them to get from the bus lane due to other vehicle lanes jammed.

              b. Bus Starting From a Bus Stop:  When a bus intending to start from a bus stop gives a signal for changing direction, a vehicle approaching  from behind shall not obstruct the direction change of the bus 

except when it must make a sudden change of its speed or course in doing so.  









11.   PROCEEDING AT REDUCED SPEED AND TEMPORARY STOP   (Art. 42, 43)

        a. Where Slowing is Required: A vehicle, etc. shall proceed at reduced speed in the following places:  

         At an intersection with obstructed view to both sides and traffic uncontrolled

                                                                   SLOW DOWN
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        Near a corner of a road



                                                                                     SLOW DOWN



Near the top of an ascending slope and on a steep down slope
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        At any other places so designated 

        by Public Safety Commission     

                                                           SLOW!!!

        b. Temporary Stop at a Designated Place:  A vehicle, etc. intending to enter an intersection must make a temporary stop at a place so designated by Public Safety Commission from necessity recognized due to the road and/or traffic conditions.  However, this does not apply when traffic is controlled at the intersection.  
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12-1.  STOPPING AND PARKING   (Art. 44, 45, 47, 48, 51)

          a. Where Stopping or Parking Is Prohibited: A vehicle must not stop or park at such places as indicated below, except when coming to a temporary stop in accordance with laws and ordinances or an order of a police officer or for the purpose of averting a danger.  

In an intersection                                                                 Where parking and stopping is prohibited:  within

and within 5 meters                                                             5 meter on the other side (in addition to this side)

thereof.                                                                                of a crosswalk.









                                                                    5 meters


On a railroad crossing                                                          

and within 10 meters 

thereof.

                                                                                   10 meters






Within the streetcar tracks                                                      In a tunnel

Near the top of                                                                        On the left side of a safety island 

a hill and on a                                                                         or zone and within 10 meters of each

steep slope.                                                                             End of the zone

Within 10 meters                                                                    At any other places so designated by 

of a bus stop                                                                           Public Safety Commission.

during bus 

operating hours.

Within 5 meters of a road corner            5 meters





          b.  Where Parking Is Prohibited:  A vehicle shall not park in any section of the road listed below.  

Within 3 meters of a motor vehicle entrance or exit way adjoining a road and leading to a facility or place located off the road for loading or unloading people and/or cargo, parking, or storing or repairing motor vehicle.
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                                                                     3 meters

Within 5 meters from either end or side of a construction  

Project.

Within 5 meters of a storage place for fire-fighting                            

apparatus and equipment, or of the side of a water  

reservoir used for fire fighting.  Also within 5 meters of the entrance or 

exit way of these storage places when they enter a road.

Within 5 meters from a fire hydrant, or from a suction  

valve cock or a cock to insert a suction pipe of a water  

reservoir for fire-fighting purpose.
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Note: These are usually painted RED

                                                                           Note: These type fire hydrants are manhole covers with a 

                                                                                     yellow line painted around them

Within a distance of 1 meter or less from a fire alarm.
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At any other place so designated by Public Safety 

Commission.  However, a vehicle may park in such a place 

when special permission of the Chief of a Police Station 

is obtained.  

          c. Where a Vehicle is Allowed to Park Without Space of 3.5 Meters or More:   A vehicle, as a rule, shall not park where there is not 3.5 meters or more of space remaining on the road on the right side of the vehicle concerned.  However, this shall not apply to the following cases.  








                                                                                              Must be 3.5 meters of space remaining

(1) When the drives does not leave the vehicle which is loading or unloading cargo.

(2) When the driver leaves the vehicle which is loading or unloading cargo, but remains in the immediate area is able to move the vehicle if necessary.

(3) When it is unavoidable for the rescue of sick or wounded persons.  


          d. How to Stop: A vehicle shall be stopped 

as close as possible to the left edge of a road 

and in such a manner so as not to impede other

 traffic whenever it stops to take on or discharge

 people, or to load or unload cargo.  However,

 on a one-way street, and if so designated by 

Public Safety Commission, it may stop along 

the right edge of the road.    


          e. How to Park: Vehicle must be parked

 along the left edge of the road and in such a 

manner so as not to impede other traffic. 

 However, on a road where the sidewalk and

 the roadway are not separated and when designated                                  

 by Public Safety Commission, vehicles shall be                                                             ONE WAY STREET
 parked 0.5 meters from and along the left edge of                                                         CAN STOP EITHER 

the road towards the centerline of the road.                                                                                SIDE

0.5 METERS (ABOUT 1FT & 8 INCHES) [image: image46.jpg]


0.5 meters

          f. Measures Against Illegal Parking:

            (1) Whenever there is apprehension that a vehicle illegally parked will cause a traffic hazard or seriously obstruct other traffic, a police officer may order the driver of the illegally parked vehicle to move his vehicle or to park it in a different manner.  

            (2) When the driver is not in or near the vehicle, the police officer may take action necessary to have the vehicle moved 50 meters from where it was parked.           

            (3) When there is no place within 50 meters (from the parked position) for the vehicle to be

 moved, the vehicle may be moved to a place more than 50 meters from the parked position by an

 order of the Chief of Police Station (which has jurisdiction over the area in which the vehicle

 is parked).  
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          g. Using a Road as a Vehicle Storage Place is Prohibited:  No one is allowed to use any portion of a road as a storage place for motor vehicles excluding two-wheeled ones.  

          h.  Allowable Parking Hours at the Same Place:

              (1) A motor vehicle (excluding two-wheel motor vehicle and motor bicycle) shall not be parked continuously at the same place on a road for more than 12 hours.

              (2) A motor vehicle (excluding a two-wheeled motor vehicle and motor bicycle) shall not be parked continuously at the same place on a road for more than 8 hours during the night (from sunset till sunrise). 
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             12 HOURS CONTINUOUSLY PARKED IS ILLEGAL                             [image: image52.png]



                                   [image: image53.wmf]                                                                 [image: image54.jpg]



                                                                                          8 HOURS CONTINUOUSLY PARKED FROM
                                                                                          SUNSET TO SUNRISE

          i.  Where stopping and parking on a sidewalk is allowed:  At the same place designated so by a road sign, etc.

          j.  Parking at a place where a parking meter is installed:  Parking shall be made only after operating the parking meter, which is to restrict the parking hours.  

12-2.  LIGHTS AND SIGNALS
          a.  A vehicle proceeding just behind another vehicle at night shall manipulate the lights to dimming mode. 
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                                                                                               Low Beams if following another car at night

          b. The driver of a vehicle shall not leave on his turn signal longer than required nor give any unnecessary signal.  

13-1.  IMPROPERLY SERVICED VEHICLES, ETC,   (Art. 62, 63)
          a.   Prohibition of Operating an Improperly Serviced Vehicle:  A user or an operator of a vehicle shall not operate or allow any other person to operate a vehicle which could cause traffic danger because it lacks prescribed equipment or improper adjustment thereof.  

Examples: Turn signals not working, brake lights out, exhaust system too noisy, no emergency equipment

Such as flare and/or reflective device, worn tires.

          b.  Prohibition of Operating an Improperly Equipped Vehicle:  A user or an operator of a motor vehicle or motor bicycle shall not operate or allow any other person to operate a motor vehicle which t may cause a serious nuisance to others because the lackof a muffler, noise-arresting device or device preventing dispersion of exhaust, etc. or improper adjustment thereof.  

          c.  Inspection of Vehicles:  A police officer may request an operator who is operating such an improperly serviced or improperly equipped vehicle as above to show the motor vehicle inspection certificate, inspect the equipment of the vehicle concerned, and order the operator to take emergency measures.  

          d.  Action Taken When Regarded as "Disabled Vehicle":  When it is deemed that maintenance necessary for the vehicle as above cannot be carried out by emergency measures, the police officer may regard the vehicle as "disabled vehicle", and order the operator to discontinue the operation of the disabled vehicle.  In this case, the police officer may issue a permit for allowing to operate the disabled vehicle by attaching conditions necessary to avert danger on the road and by designating the section and route of travel to the extent necessary to repair said vehicle, whenever he deems that it does not become an impediment, judging from the degree of the defective condition of the disabled vehicle and the road and/or traffic conditions.  

          e.  Itemized List of Required Repair and Sticker:  Whenever a police officer takes such measures as described above, he shall deliver to the operator of the disabled vehicle an itemized list of repair needed to make the vehicle safe for the roads, and shall affix to the front of the disabled vehicle a sticker clearly visible to all.  No person shall destroy or mutilate the sticker affixed.  It may be removed only after receiving confirmation from the nearest Chief of a Police Station or the Administrative Agency exercising the authority concerning the vehicles maintenance that necessary maintenance for the disabled vehicle has been completed.    

          f.  A vehicle equipped with an anti-noise device or device to prevent diffusion of soot and smoke which is not conform to the safety standards is directly regards as a vehicle improperly serviced or maintained, and penalized.  

13-2.  MATTERS TO BE OBESERVED BY VEHICLE OPERATORS
          a.  The driver of a vehicle shall take necessary measure to prevent items or materials from falling, scattering or splashing off the vehicle  

b. The driver of a vehicle, before getting off or opening the doors of his vehicle, shall confirm safety around.  Also he shall take necessary measures to have his passenger(s) take similar precaution before taking similar actions. 

                   [image: image59.wmf]               Before opening ensure safety from behind
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          c.   When leaving a motor vehicle or motorbike unattended the driver or rider shall take necessary measures to prevent unauthorized use of the vehicle. (LOCK THE VEHICLE).  

14.   ACTION TO BE TAKEN IN CASE OF A TRAFFIC ACCIDENT:   (Art. 72)

        a.  Aid to the Injured:  In the event of a traffic accident involving personal injury or death or property damage, the operator of the vehicle concerned or any crew member thereof shall stop his vehicle immediately and take necessary action in order to give aid to the injured if any, and to prevent danger 

on the road.   

Note: Actions that can be taken……..get assistance from Japanese people and have them call an

                                                            ambulance.

                                                            If possible & necessary, move the victim to a safe place

                                                            Provide comfort & concern (use coat as a blanket, direct traffic)

         b.  Reporting the Accident:  The driver of a vehicle involved in a traffic accident 

shall report to a police officer if present at the scene of the accident, and if not present, to a police officer of the nearest police station or police-box the date, time, place, number of injured or deceased if any, degree of injury of the injured if any, property damage and whatever actions he took in respect to the traffic accident.   

Note: Have Japanese onlookers call police if necessary. NEVER leave

the scene if the KOBAN (Police Box) is not nearby.

                                                         JAPANESE KOBAN (POLICE BOX)

         c.  Exception to the Above Rule:  

Notwithstanding the above provisions the operator of an emergency vehicle, any vehicle carrying a sick or wounded person, motor vehicle transporting mail carriers, or a bus, trolley bus or streetcar in operation on business may continue the operation of his vehicle by having his fellow crew member(s) take measures such as aids to the injured, etc. when it is necessary for him to do so for business purpose.  

15.   EXCEPTIONAL MEASURE ON MINOR OFFENSE (PENALTY NOTIFICATION SYSTEM)       

        EFFECTIVE 1 JULY 1968
         a.  This system, under which a relatively minor violation of Road Traffic Law may be concluded by an administrative measure of the police only, not through the present legal procedure, simplifies the procedure of disposing a traffic violation case and does not treat the offender concerned as an ex-convict.  

         b.  With this system, an offending driver is given at the scene of the violation a ticket (a notice)by a policeman, which states the date and place of appearance to receive notification, etc.  Upon receiving the ticket, the driver will pay a penalty (provisional payment) as indicated in the following table into a bank or post office within seven days from the day following the violation.  The Chief of Police receiving a report from the policeman reviews the report, and when there is no error, publishes the notification to close the case.   

PENALTIES FOR MINOR TRAFFIC LAW VIOLATIONS

                   OFFENSES                            VEHICLE TYPES                            PENALTIES
               Offenses in ART. 118                     Large sized                                        25,000 Yen

               (Speeding less than                        Normal sized                                     18,000 Yen

               25 KPH over maximum                 Small, special sized                            15,000 Yen

                speed limits)

               Offenses in ART. 119                     Large sized                                        12,000 Yen

               (Violating the provisions                Normal sized                                       9,000 Yen

               on traffic signals, passing,              Small, special sized                             7,000 Yen

               railroad crossings,

               temporary stops, etc.)

               Offenses in ART. 120                      Large sized                                        12,000 Yen

               (Violating the provisions                 Normal sized                                       9,000 Yen

               on parking, stopping,                       Small, special sized                             7,000 Yen

               signaling, loading and 

               riding, vehicle traffic 

               lane, lighting, etc.)

               Offenses in ART. 121                        Large sized                                       9,000 Yen

               (Violating the provisions                   Normal sized                                    7,000 Yen

               on right or left turns,                          Small, special sized                          6,000 Yen

               crossing, limited use of 

               horn, not carrying a license, 

              etc.)

16.   ARTICLE 70 OF JN ROAD TRAFFIC LAW
The Japanese Road Traffic Law has a catch-all article, i.e. Article 70 - Duty to drive safely, which prescribes "An operator of a vehicle, etc. shall manipulate the steering wheel, brakes, and any other devices on the vehicle in a reliable manner, and shall operate a vehicle in such a manner and at such a rate of speed so as not to inflict any harm onto other persons by judging the road and/or traffic conditions as well as the condition of the subject vehicle, etc."  

17.   ARTICLE 211 OF JN CRIMINAL CODE
This is not a part of the Road Traffic Law, but it has a close connection with the Road Traffic Law.  Injury or death resulting from negligence in a traffic accident will be adjudged under this article.  

        (1) Art. 211 - Death or Bodily injury through Professional Negligence:  A person who fails to use such care as is required in the conduct of his profession or occupation and thereby kills or injures another shall be punished with imprisonment for not more than 3 years or fined more than 100,000 Yen.  The same applies to a person who by gross negligence injures or cause the death of another.     

(Note:  If a person who possesses an operator's permit kills or injures another through negligence, he will be adjudged under the first part (professional negligence) of this article.  If a person who does not possess an operator's permit kills or injures another, he will be adjudged under the  provisions of the second part (gross negligence) of this article.  
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