MEIJI SHRINE
RIGHE

Hours: 0600 — 1800
Open: Dally Closed: None

The MEIJI (May-jee) SHRINE is one of Tokyo's biggest and best-known Shinto shrines. The
memorial was established November 1, 1920 to honor the Emperor Meiji, who, with Empress Shoken,
ruled Japan from 1868 - 1912. Much was done in the name of Emperor Meiji during his reign, including
shifting the imperial capital from Kyoto to Tokyo. His son reigned during the Taisho period (1912 -
1926), and his grandson Hirohito (Emperor Showa) reined from 1926-1988.  Strictly speaking, Meiji,
Taisho and Showa are not the names of the monarchs themselves, but of their reign periods. Currently,
the reign of Emperor Akihito iscalled Heisal.

The shrine islocated in alarge park in fashionable Hargjuku. Walking down a broad, straight
pathway surrounded by tall trees, you pass through two enormous torii (or gates) to reach the main shrine
enclosure. Just inside the entrance of the main shrine is afountain where visitors rinse their hands and
mouth before approaching the shrineitself. A leaflet is available at one of the booths inside the
compound explaining Shinto rituals and etiquette. Y ou may observe a blessing ceremony going on,
perhaps for a newborn baby, or a child's birthday, or even awedding.

Theiris garden, to the left of the pathway leading to the shrine, was once the private garden of a
great warlord; today itisopentoal. Itsnarrow pathstwist through patches of woods, opening suddenly
to views of apond filled with huge, brightly colored carps. The irises reach their peak in June and July.

A short walk from the main shrine will bring you to the shrine "Treasure House" of museum,
where personal possessions of Emperor Meiji and Empress Shoken are displayed. Their elaborate
ceremonia kimono and spectacular gilded carriages are particularly notable.

HOW TO GET THERE:
From Yokosuka
1. Goto YOKOSUKA CHUO ##za# F1 4 Station and buy a¥780 transfer ticket for HARAJUKU
Jiifg, whichisonthe JR YAMANOTE J R [IF# Linein Tokyo.

2. Gototrack #2 and board a GREEN KANJI or RED KANJI train bound for SHINAGAWA ii)11.

3. At SHINAGAWA /i), transfer to JR YAMANOTE Line.  Pass through the wicket leading to JR
Line (bilingua signsto show the way), but do not give up your ticket.

4. Goto track #2 and take JR YAMANOTE Linetrain six stopsto HARAJUKU Jiifs.

5. After leaving the station through the main exit, orient yourself to the map on the other side of this
page. Look totheright and you will see alarge intersection. It's easy to recognize by the large
pedestrian overpass. Near that overpass, |ook again to your right and you will see the bridge
crossing thetrain tracks.  The entrance to the shrine complex isjust across this bridge.
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From lkego
1. GotoJMMUJ #HE=F Station and buy a¥710 transfer ticket for HARAJUKU J5if5, which
isonthe JR YAMANOTE J R [IF42 Linein Tokyo.

2. Takeatrain from track #2 to KANAZAWA BUNKO 4R 3CJiE, and then transfer to a
GREEN or RED KANJI KANJI train to SHINAGAWA 51| station.

3. Continuewith #3 above.
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